
Summer Reading 
8th Grade ELA

 
Important Information:
▪ Due date: Monday, August 20
▪ Counted as a test grade
▪ 10 points per day will be deducted for late work
▪ All work must be glued/taped/stapled into your notebook. 

Assignments: Do these in order!
1. Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgW0o-Ui94k and fill out 
the video note-taking worksheet. 
2. Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmVAfoXhhPM to learn 
about annotating a text.
3. Read https://www.oneida-boces.org/site/handlers/
filedownload.ashx?
moduleinstanceid=1706&dataid=1883&FileName=The%20Vietnam
%20Wars%20by%20Tod%20Olson%20text.pdf and annotate the text. 
You must have at least 3 different types annotations for this 
article. You may make your annotations in the article or on sticky 
notes. 
4. Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so95f5oEELI. This is a 
short video about the book that you will be reading. 
5. Begin reading and annotating the book. You are required to 
annotate a total of 30 pages of the book. The annotations must be 
spaced consistently throughout the book form the beginning to the 
end. The type of annotations you should use are listed below, and 
remember, variety is the key for successful annotations. Each 
element on the list below should be used and repeated throughout 
your 30 pages of annotations.  You are required to write your 
annotations with page numbers directly in your notebook.  
6. Answer the following questions using the strongest evidence 
from the text. 
▪ Even though Mai’s mother isn’t present in the story, her 
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personality comes across clearly. What is she like? How does 
Mai feel about her? How does the author convey so much 
about an absent character?

▪ Mai and Ba go to Vietnam to find out what happened to Mai’s 
grandfather, a mystery that drives some of the plot. Describe 
the mystery, the role of the detective, and how the issue is 
resolved. Discuss what Anh Minh says on p. 86 about the 
difference between death and acceptance. How does the 
mystery’s resolution lead Ba to acceptance?

Required elements for your annotations:
▪ Circle and define unfamiliar words
▪ Underline, label, and explain literary elements
▪ https://www.robeson.k12.nc.us/cms/lib6/NC01000307/

Centricity/ModuleInstance/20209/
Middle_school_reading_terms[1].pdf

▪ Summarize passages
▪ Write personal reactions
▪ Write questions
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